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Church school classes
Agape
This year has been great for Agape! We
have steadily grown, both in numbers
and in our fellowship together. Agape
has been glad to gain several new
members this year, and we have about
a dozen regular attenders, with many
more on our roster. This summer, we
began a group called Agape After
Hours for fun and fellowship outside of
Sunday mornings. We have recently
studied Love Wins by Rob Bell, prayer,
the shorter letters of the New Testa-
ment and If The Church Were Christian
by Philip Gulley. Agape planned and
hosted Trunk-or-Treat, which was very
successful! Agape After Hours events
have included many meals together,
meeting in our homes, playing games,
going to a corn maze, a Labor Day
picnic and more. —Ashley Whitaker

Ambassadors
We met faithfully through 2011 with
average attendance of about 20. We
have a good mixture of old-timers and
some good folks newer to Calvary, and
eager to learn more of our faith. We
used the Baptist Judson curriculum
which is Bible-based. One quarterly was
written by former Calvary pastors Jan
and Myron Chartier. Rudy Antle was our
enthusiastic and effective teacher.

Donations were made to Inner City
Parish, a Calvary youth project and IHN
Christmas toys.

We have a philosophy of “Once an
Ambassador, always and Ambassador.”
So we enjoy visits from past members
with whom we keep in touch, time with
our seasonal members from Missis-
sippi, and we shared the grieving with
at-homer member Ruth Shanklin on the
loss of her son Grant. There’s always
good eating at our infrequent socials,
because the church hostess Marie
Baker is an Ambassador!

—Walter Rowell

Bereans
No report

Caritas
Caritas class is comprised of single and
married adults. We average between
25–30 members in attendance each
week. Our gifted teacher is Jim
Comstock. We study various books
voted upon during the year. We have
just finished the book, Lost Women of
the Bible, by Carolyn Custis James. In
January 2012 we will begin studying the
book, The Hard Sayings of Paul, by
Manfred Brauch, a professor at Eastern
Seminary.

We are a welcoming class and
encourage new members and those
who are still looking for a class to visit
us. We are very supportive of each other
through phone calls, prayers, cards and
food for those who are sick. Many of
our class members are active in other
areas of the church and many volunteer
outside the church with groups with
which Calvary has ties.

Quite of few of our socials are tied
with Calvary events, such as concerts,
speakers, etc. We also attend movies
and theatre productions. Our
Christmas party is always a highlight at
which we have the traditional white
elephant exchange. Please come join
us! —Kay Knight

Connections 
At the request of the Membership and
Christian Education Committees, the
Connections Class was created. The
purpose of this class was to help inte-
grate new people into the life of the
congregation. Others who had not yet
found a Sunday church school “home”
were also encouraged to attend. Several
people from established classes also
became part of the group in order to
help new members connect at Calvary.

The Connections Class met for six
weeks in October and November.
During this time, the group studied six
parables. Twenty people attended the
class.

During the course of six weeks, the
attendees became a bona fide “group.”
It was the goal of the teachers not only
to teach the biblical content and its
application to daily life, but also to help
class members become better
acquainted with each other. Small
group activities along with an interac-
tive approach to learning were key
ingredients that facilitated interpersonal
connections.

—Wayne and Ingrid Dvirnak

Dimensions of the Bible
No report

Insight
No report

Koinonia 
Koinonia is a happy class with around
15–20 members. We have a firm
committment to food, fun, faith and
fellowship, and we strive to keep up
with all of these goals. Our officers this
past year were: Geneva Troutt and
Richard Weese—co-presidents, Jack
Hulst—Treasurer and Earlene Ramay—
scribe. We also enjoyed socials
arranged by a committee of Marj Musil
and Olga Ashworth. These included
mini-golf, concerts and work projects
around the church. We also enjoy a

Agape Class—dressed up for Trunk or Treat—
a great new community event in 2011.
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newly painted room thanks to Virg
Musil. Ginger Waymire organized a
clean up around the outside of the
church building. We took meals when
needed to our members in need, and
we have rotating caregivers for one of
our members who needs more care.

Our teachers were Mary Hulst, Libby
Johnson and John Kron. We studied
everything from Philip Gulley to Bob
Dylan, and even Charles Dickens. We
also discussed a book about the
Prodigal God. Our class discussions are
always lively, sometimes controversial,
but we remain devoted to each other in
spite of differences of opinion.

We look forward to 2012 with antici-
pation. Our new officers include Corry
Doty and Virg Musil as co-presidents.
Libby Johnson and John Kron will be
facilitating discussions around the book
Love Wins by Michigan pastor Rob Bell.
We are always looking for more
members, and we hope to continue
growing in the New Year.

—Libby Johnson

Pathfinders
No report

SoulJourners
SoulJourners enjoyed the insightful
discussions prompted by the reading of
several books. One of the more inter-
esting and historically significant was
the Age of Reason by Thomas Paine,
facilitated by John Pipe. As did many
other classes, we read Philip Gulley’s
book, If the Church Were Christian.
Pastor Anne Jernberg treated us to a
favorite book of hers, Between the
Dreaming and the Coming True by
Robert Benson. Most recently, Wally
Kiryluk led a discussion of Speaking
Christian by Marcus Borg. This book’s
thesis is how significant words in the
Bible are given different meanings
today from how they were used when
they were first penned.

Drema Doolittle hosted another
successful Halloween party at her lovely
home. Socials give us the opportunity
to learn more about our fellow class-
mates and develop deeper friendships.
Our class attendance ranges from 10 to
15, and socials allow us to see people
who can’t attend our class on a regular
basis. We always start with praises and
prayer requests and end our classes
with a group circle and prayer by a class
member. Our class is fluid as members
of other classes join our group if they
are interested in what we are studying.

Our class donation this year was to
help a woman in some emergency
financial need. —Tom Waymire

Sparks
No report

Voyagers
We continue to be the home base for
many of the teachers in children’s
church school
and the nursery.
The group is
usually in the
range of 8 to 12
in class, but
more than 20
for social
events! We
focus on brief
studies that are
easy to pick up for those that can only
attend occasionally. Recently the class
was delighted to welcome Debbie and
Conrad Honeker back, after they have
been unable to attend class for several
years. Highlights of the year included a
potluck and the movie Letters to God, a
summer picnic and our dinner and
white elephant gift exchange at
Christmas. Voyagers welcome visitors
into class, especially when we are
having one of our excellent breakfasts. 

—Jacki Loftis

Happy gals at the Voyagers Christmas party.
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Congregational Li fe

Hospitality events and entertaining
provides receptions and or lunches for
many events throughout the year.
Nancy Hoffmaster provided fun and
creative welcome for the these events:
• quarterly Healing and Wholeness

Services for 10 to 15 guests 
• Calvary Musicians concert, Colorado

Children’s Chorale concert, the joint
concert with First Plymouth Church
and the Christmas concert ranging
from 50 to 150 guests. 

• Phillip Gulley reception for 150 guests
from the community as well as
church members

• Gathering Sunday Picnic lunch 
for 117 Calvary members 

• Turpin PCAC Program 
for 30 members

• Strategic Planning Group meetings
for approximately 100 members
Worship and special service was

deftly handled by Lori Grohskopf who
coordinated volunteers that take care of

our worship spaces and the different
aspects of worship. For example, Lori
provided breads from around the world
for World Communion Sunday in
October. She worked with these volun-
teers in their specific aspect of worship:
Mason Brown schedules greeters;
Karen Bennett is in charge of ushers for
services held at the church; Doug Crane
and Cathy O’Brien are in charge of
baptism; Brent and Becky Pilloud
prepare the communion trays; Gen and
John Troutt are in charge of coordi-
nating communion servers; Carolyn
Weese is in charge of pew stewards. 

Fun and fellowship events. Rachel
Padworski was superb in coordinating
2011 events:
• all-church Rockies game in June; 66

people attended

WORKING WITH THE PASTORAL STAFF, THE 
Congregational Life Committee dreams, plans, 
organizes and coordinates all events that involve Calvary’s 
congregation. These events include ongoing and/or annual 
endeavors as well as special one-time events. The committee is 
divided into these areas.
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• Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner in
July. Seven host couples with approxi-
mately 86 attendees

• all-church softball game in August.
Thirty members, young and older had
a rousing game of softball after
church—plentiful popscicles success-
fully alieved the hot weather.

• Air Force Academy football game in
September. Approximately 60
members met Ken Pinkham at church
and traveled together to Colorado
Springs for a pre-game tailgate lunch. 

• Trunk or Treat. This first annual event
was coordinated by
Agape church school
class. There were lots
of kids from Calvary
as well as the neigh-
borhood with
approximately ten
cars decorated for
Halloween, lots of
games and candy for
the kids.
• Thanksgiving Break-
fast was a great
success in that
approximately 135
people attended the
service and breakfast.
The CCL Committee
assisted the staff with
table set up and deco-

rations, table games, traditional
games and prizes. 

• Christmas caroling and chili cook-off
event is multileveled and involves
everyone from the Creative Time Kids
to choir members and all those in
between. First we enjoy a hearty chili
lunch (and chili-cook off) then we
walk through the neighborhood
singing Christmas carols. We also
hand out small loaves of bread that
have a special Christmas note that
was made by our Creative Time Kids.

• Hanging of the Greens. The tradi-
tional hanging of the greens is an
event in and of itself. There were 48

people (including little ones) to help
decorate the church for Advent. 
Educational and artistic events for

Calvary members and the community.
Coordinator Jeff Whittaker assisted with
the planning and coordination of the
Philip Gulley speaking event in May and
the the Advent art from each of the chil-
dren’s church school classes based on
that week’s Advent theme—love, joy,
peace and hope.

Wednesdays Together coordinator is
Ken Pinkham whose primary responsi-
bility is to work with the pastoral and
administrative staff to oversee the
programming. The evening includes a
dinner, choir rehearsal for the children
and also adult programs, which
included these series:
• Three Short Letters in the New Testa-

ment; Titus, Philemon and Jude by
Brian Henderson

• The Art of Relationships by Rita
Berglund 

• Calvary Art and Artists by local artists
• Advent for Adults by Wayne and Ingrid

Dvirnak
Adventures with Anne has been

coordinated by Anne
Jernberg, Pastor
throughout the
year with
leaders for
each event.
AwA seeks to
engage everyone
and all levels of
ability in outdoor events. During 2011
adventures included:
• Sat., Jan. 29—snow/tubing and cave

building in Fraser led by Tom
Waymire with 30+ people attending,
including a number of youth

• Sat., Feb 26—downhill skiing at
Copper Mountain led by Denise
Wylde with four people attending

• Sat–Sun, April 9–10—Six-mile snow-
shoe trek to Uncle Bud’s Hut with
Linda Jagger leading. First overnight
AwA. 16 people attending, including

some non-CBC folks
• Fri, June 10—sunset horseback ride at

Bear Creek Stables in Morrison with
Patty Dube leading. Nine attended

• Wed, Aug. 17—waterskiing and tubing
at Chatfield Reservoir led by Carl
Ramay and Brenda Goodman. 30+
people in attendance, including lots
of families. Very intergenerational.

• Fri.–Sat., Sept. 30–Oct 1—Overnight
at Glenwood Springs triple-play (hot
springs, Hanging Lake hike, caverns)
Overnight. Led by Steve and Suzanne
Allexan. 25 folk in attendance.

• Sat., Dec. 3—Christmas in the
Soddies at Plains Conservation
Center led by Nancy Johnson. 14
people signed up but cancelled
because of snow.

—Cindy Ponikvar, Director

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry provides one-on-one
faith-based care by trained lay volun-
teers. This is a quiet ministry because
of its confidential nature, but this year it
has provided hundreds of hours of
ministry to Calvary care receivers.
Stephen Ministry leaders, Gordon Kieft,
Karen Pinkham and Earlene Ramay

began their rigorous 50-hour
training schedule 0f new folk Jan.
21 at an opening retreat and
commissioned them during Sept.
18 worship. We welcome these

newly trained Stephen Ministers:
Olga Ashworth, Marie Baker, Larry
Dávila, Shelby Greemore, Lori
Grohskopf, Debby Pilloud and Karen
Stanley. We also thank the following
current Stephen Ministers who have
provided many hours of loving care
giving this year: Mason Brown, Barbara
Ford, Beth Kieft, Gordon Kieft, Bill
Loftis, Jacki Loftis, Lynette Pahs, Karen
Pinkham, Ken Pinkham, Earlene Ramay,
Ray Schramm, Sara Sieker and Becky
Worford. —Karen Pinkham
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THE NEW MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE IS MADE
up of Chairperson Margie Jonell, Visitor Outreach
Coordinator Tracy Card, New Member Assimilation Coordinator 
Michelle Honeycutt, Member Care Coordinator Ashley Whitaker and
Pastor Anne Jernberg. Several new programs have been added this year.

Membership
During 2011, Calvary welcomed 116

visitors. We welcomed a total of 22 
new members. Visitors are tracked 
on a spread sheet so that we are 
aware of their attendance and contacts
that have been made by both staff and
lay people.

Two church school forums were
held during the summer to explain our
committee’s responsibilities as well as
to share information about how visi-
tors and newcomers view us. As a
result we have been very intentional
about how our church can be more
welcoming.

The Membership Committee hosted
a New Member Fellowship at the
Henderson home in July with more
than 30 in attendance. A comprehen-
sive informational binder about Calvary
was compiled for the Explorers’ Class
held in September; 100% of the atten-
dees becoming members of Calvary.

On Gathering Sunday a Small
Group Fair was held during the church
school hour, attended by approximately
200 persons. Each group was able to
show their group’s purpose, display
what they are studying/doing, and give
them an opportunity to enlist new
members. A new spiritual formation
Bible study group, Companions in
Christ, was begun.Thirteen women
meet twice a month, led by Margie
Jonell. The 13 newly formed Zgroups
were introduced. Zgroups are a
ministry of small groups based on
members’ zip codes, allowing for inter-
generational fun and fellowship with
those that we live near. We’re looking
forward to the ways that this ministry
can grow in 2012. 



For six weeks, Wayne and Ingrid Dvirnak taught the Connections
Class. This was an opportunity for Bible study, prayer and fellowship
for adults looking for a place to connect on Sunday mornings during
the church school hour. The class was also intended to help foster
new relationships and be an avenue through which individuals could
find alternative class involvement. We encouraged representatives
from established classes to attend, helping facilitate relationship-
building. This was planned in conjunction with the Christian 
Education Committee.

The Welcome Kiosk in the foyer was reorganized and a weekly
schedule of 24 volunteers are trained to provide welcome to visitors
and current information for all. 

Our ministry to babies and families has also been enhanced this
year. We provide each baby a gift basket, a Baby Bible and a hand-
knitted blanket at his or her dedication. Thanks to Cathy O’Brien,
care packages continue to be sent twice a year (during finals)to
college and graduate students. —Margie Jonell, Chair

The beginning of the
program year in
September brought
an introduction to
Calvary’s many small
groups through a
festive fair.

New members begin to build fellowship at lunch.

www.calvarydenver.org • 303.757.8421 17
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The work is grouped into three cate-
gories: Local Missions with activities in
the metro-Denver area, Global
Missions with national and interna-
tional activities and Congregational
Organizations such as ABWM, Peace,
Justice, and Mercy and Community
Serving Community. 

For 2011 the largest single budget
item for the Missions Committee was

our contribution to United Missions
Basics, which increased significantly
from the previous year. It is Missions’
goal to restore overall UMB giving to
prior levels. Missions also implements
four annual offerings to support Amer-
ican Baptist projects regionally,
nationally, and internationally totalling
$19,064 in 2011.

Global Missions budget supports

various Baptist-related colleges, organi-
zations such as Rainbow Acres and
Baptist Home Association, and direct
support to overseas missions such as
Poland, Mexico, and the Gaza Strip.
Global also helps support Calvary youth
missions.

The largest portion of Missions’
work is local. Calvary supports Kentucky
Circle Village; Interfaith Hospitality
Network; Denver Inner City Parish;
Habitat for Humanity; Metro CareRing;
Harvest of Hope; The Threshold;
Sudanese Ministry; Ecumenical Refugee
and Immigration Services; Richard
Schweissing Ministry; Pastoral Coun-
seling Center; Peace, Justice & Mercy;
Progressive Christian Church Alliance;
Interfaith Alliance; Colorado Council of
Churches. 

NEWLY REORGANIZED FOR 2011, THE COMMITTEE
now comprises four elected members, the senior 
pastor and other Calvary staff and the Council Moderator. The 
Missions Committee dreams, plans, organizes and coordinates 
outreach activities of Calvary. Our goal is two-fold; to foster a 
congregational sense of ministry to the community and the world, 
and to facilitate volunteer and financial support of missions work 
in the church, community and worldwide. 

Missions



New for 2012 was Calvary’s commit-
ment to a new organization called
Community Serving Community, which
is a network of Denver churches that
reach out to the community through
work-related participation in targeted
projects. In September more than 700
CSC volunteers, including many from
Calvary, spread out through Denver and
worked on worthwhile projects.

After careful review, Missions plans
to continue support of its various agen-
cies and ministries for 2012, and as
always looks at possible other projects
to support. We will again sponsor the
four annual offerings and new for 2012
we plan a July mission trip to Mexico
and plan to host a Missions Day at
Calvary where Calvary members can
meet and greet representatives from
the various Calvary-supported agencies
and ministries to which we contribute.

Peace, Justice 
and Mercy
This committee seeks to enable Calvary
members to live out the gospel as it
relates to “doing justice” in our world.
The words of Micah 6:8 embody our
task—“do justice, love kindness and
walk humbly with our God.” The

committee provides educational semi-
nars and invites those interested to take
action on such things as the CROP
Walk and immigration reform.

This past year we held two seminars
on economic justice, one on state
issues with the Colorado Fiscal Policy
Institute providing a speaker, and the
second on the Federal level with a
power point presentation on the
Simpson-Bowles report for fiscal
reform. Immigration issues were the
focus of a luncheon hosting Calvary’s
immigrant families, telling their stories.
The committee focused on healthcare
reform with Dr. Gary Vander Ark
presenting on state issues and national
legislation.

The Colorado Council of Churches
receives support from the committee
and is also informed by the Council on
issues of social concern and justice.
The Committee is chaired by Rev.
Gordon Kieft who is also president of
the Council of Churches.

American Baptist
Women’s Ministries
Bethell Circle, led by Norma Wick,
meets the second Monday of the
month at Calvary. This past year our

programs included a book review on
Home to Harmony by Philip Gulley,
Margie Jonell sharing her teaching
experiences in China, a joint potluck for
All-Church Women, a social at the
Valley Country Club, Anne Jernberg
teaching the Psalms of Lament, and
Ashley Whitaker talking about the Tokyo
Peace Church. We participated in the
Love Gift Offering in February 2011. We
gave a total of $330 to White Cross. In
December we sold home-made greeting
cards to raise money for White Cross
and to help supportLauran Bethell’s
human-trafficking ministry.

Myers Circle, led by Earlene Ramay,
meets monthly on the second Tuesday
in members’ homes. We are studying
the book Bad Girls of the Bible as well
as hearing mission trip reports from
travelling members. We support Tom
and Terry Myers in Bulgaria and helped
with airline tickets for them to travel to
Fort Collins for Terry’s father’s funeral in
November As are all circles at CBC this
year, we are focusing on attracting more
of the young women of Calvary to our
mission circles.

Reed Circle, led by Sharon Murphy,
meets the third Tuesday evening in
members’ homes or at the church to

Habitat for Humanity
Calvary’s Habitat Helpers Coalition sponsored and built it’s
seventh house in seven years with the Rodriguez family at
1332 Lansing St, in Aurora. Calvary
provided $9,000 of the $85,000 cost
of Habitat Helpers’ sponsorship.
Work on the 4-bedroom ranch house
with garage began May 25.

On Sept. 11, 1011, Calvary joined
the joyful home dedication for
Stephanie Rodriguez, her kids
Estevan (6) and Inessa (5) and her
sister Julia (15). Stephanie thanked
the volunteers for the blessing of
their new home, and said: “You will
be a hero in our hearts forever for
generations to come, and we will never forget you.” At the

dedication Anne Jernberg provided a communal home
blessing for the family.

Thanks to these church
school classes, who provided
their labors: Dimensions,
Insight, Agape, Caritas, Encom-
pass, Voyagers.

Roger Dickinson also worked
seven days onsite. Ken and
Karen Pinkham brought lunches
two times to the workers.

Note: For every house built in
Denver, Metro Habitat tithes to
build a home in another country.
This year Habitat Helper coali-

tion members went to Zambia to build a house there.
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learn about various Calvary outreach
programs, hear travelers’ insights from
mission or study trips, or participate in
Bible study. We contribute money and
goods for White Cross, recruit for some
Calvary projects, send an annual gift to
David and Joyce Reed who are mission-
aries in La Paz, Mexico, and offer
continuing friendship and prayer
support to each other.

Sutterlin Circle completed the
2010–11 program year and subsequently
made a difficult decision to disband due

to members’ transportation difficulties.
The circle’s remaining funds were given
to Denver Inner City Parish for its
summer program.

New Garments Always (NGA)
continues to meet on the fourth and
fifth Thursday of each month to sew
new garments that are then gathered,
with those of other Denver NGA units,
for distribution to 19 agencies that serve
the needy. 23,187 items were distributed
through the Denver 2011 Ingathering
held at Calvary in May.

The ABWM circles jointly sponsored
a Roller Derby that prepared 43 rolled
bandages to be sent through White
Cross to hospitals in DR Congo. Circle
members hosted the Metro Area
Church Women United Annual Meeting
held at Calvary in September. The circles
promoted the annual February Love Gift
offering and provided home-baked
cookies during coffee hour as a tangible
reminder of this opportunity to thank
God for his blessings to us. Calvary’s
Love Gift offering totaled $2433.38. 
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harvested food in community gardens

raised money for fresh water access

collected coats
for Denver 
Inner City 
Parish

taught English in a nearby 
Karen school

Mission—whether in our backyard or around the world—is a core
value in this Christ-seeking community. In this last year we ...

collected love gift offerings

participated in Operation Christmas Child, stuffing 
shoeboxes with holiday hope

gained new 
appreciation 

for African 
refugees and the 

ravages of war
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Calvary Choir
• The Calvary Choir continues to play a

central role in worship services at
Calvary by leading congregational
singing and offering music from the
choir loft at the front of the sanctuary.

• The Calvary Choir gained three new
members at the beginning of the fall
season to bring the roster to 38 vocal-
ists at the end of the calendar year.

• They held a total of five retreats (Jan,
Feb, Mar, Aug, Nov) to prepare its
worship anthems and music for its
Spring and Advent concerts.

• The choir offered special anthems in
sixteen 10:55 am Sunday worship
services between January and May
and in nine 10:55 am services
between September and December.

• The ensemble rehearses as part of
Wednesdays Together programming
from 6:30–8 pm on Wednesday
evenings.

• The choir participated in a joint
choral concert with First Plymouth in
April, a Community Thanksgiving
Service in November, and presented a
full Christmas concert Candles and

Carols with Calvary’s combined vocal
and handbells choirs and profes-
sional orchestra in December.

• Choir leadership included the
following choir members: Carm
Hammon–Music Librarian; Barbara
Carter–Sunshine Coordinator; Margie
Jonell and Diane Newcom–Social
Coordinators.

Small Ensembles 
• Numerous small ensembles offered

music for worship 30 Sundays
throughout the year. Ensembles
included:

—Sing4Joy
—Flute Ensemble
—Men’s Ensemble
—Women’s Choir
—Brass ensemble

WHETHER IT’S FROM ONE PERSON OR A
hundred, music at Calvary is rich and varied. The
program provides opportunities for gifted volunteers 
to share their talents in many settings. All musical contributions are
given soli Deo gloria—solely for the glory of God.

Music



—Violin Quartet
—Saxophone Quartet
—Jazz ensemble
—Vocal and instrumental soloists
—Keyboard duets

JuBellation 
• JuBellation gained five new ringers to

bring the roster to 13 ringers under
the direction of Ashley Whitaker.

• The bell choir led music in worship
eleven times, including Palm Sunday,
Easter, every Sunday of Advent, the
Christmas Concert and Christmas
Eve.

• Membership remains open to anyone
high school age and older.

• The choir is evaluating how best to
maintain its five octaves of Malmark
handbells (C3–C8) and four octaves
of handchimes. 

Carolers Choir (age 4–grade 1)
• The Carolers Choir offers a beginning

choral experience for ages 4 through
first grade under the direction of
Linda Sjoberg.

• The choir held a roster of 12 vocalists
at the end of 2011.

• They rehearse on Sunday mornings
from 8:30–9:15 am and during
Wednesdays Together from 6:30–7:30
pm (Sept.–May)

• The choir offered music in four
Sunday worship services between
January and May and in four services

between September and December.
• The choir participated in Candles and

Carols with Calvary’s combined vocal
and handbells choirs and profes-
sional orchestra in December. 

Choristers Choir (grades 2–5)
• The Carolers Choir offers a choral

experience for grades 2–5 under the
direction of Nanci Campbell.

• The choir held a roster of 30 vocalists
at the end of 2011.

• They rehearse on Sunday mornings
from 8:30–9:15 am and during
Wednesdays Together from
6:30–7:30pm (Sept.–May)

• The choir offered music in four
Sunday worship services between
January and May and in four services
between September and December.

• The choir participated in Candles and
Carols with Calvary’s combined vocal
and handbells choirs and profes-
sional orchestra in December. 

Spiritual Element Youth Choir
• Spiritual Element is Calvary’s youth

choir open to all youth grades 6–12
under the direction of Emily Crile

• The choir held a roster of 16 vocalists
at the end of 2011.

• They rehearse on Sunday mornings

from 8:30–9:15 am (Sept.–May)
• The choir offered music in four

Sunday worship services between
January and May and in four services
between September and December.

• The choir participated in Candles and
Carols with Calvary’s combined vocal
and handbells choirs and profes-
sional orchestra in December.

Worship Musicians
• Various instrumentalists continued to

enhance our worship music through
guitar, wind and brass instruments,
keyboards, and percussion. 

• Regular 8:15 am Sunday worship 
musicians included Charlotte Million,
Marj Musil, Edith Rowell and Richard
Weese. —Karen Stanely, Chair

Caroler and Chorister choirs annually delight with a musical that showcases our children’s
considerable talents … 

… and charms! 

The Sudanese community in our congrega-
tion enriches us with their version of beloved
hymns.

22 Connect at Calvary
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Memorial Committee is chaired by
Earlene Ramay. In 2011, the Calvary
family lost 12 members and friends.
Memorial Funds were set up for seven
of those. Memorial Funds were used
for: choir folders, gold sanctuary cross,
Philip Gulley evening, CBC library,
columbarium, ABWM, New Garments
Always, youth supplies and computer,
plantings and planters. The memorial
book now resides in the library.

Risk Management, chaired by
Sharon Murphy, works with various
Calvary committees to maintain compli-
ance with Framework of Safety
procedures and to deal with other occa-
sional risk concerns. Framework of
Safety is the policy to screen and assign
persons who work with children or
other vulnerable people at Calvary; the
purpose is to reduce the risk of abuse
to these vulnerable populations. Back-
ground checks and the “two volunteer”

rule are the primary preventive meas-
ures used to minimize the risk of abuse
at Calvary. Other risk issues addressed
on an ongoing basis may include prop-
erty conditions, building security, and
activity waivers.

New Property Chair Doug Hulst’s
primary cause was the grounds. We
finished painting of the concrete wall
the length of the parking lot, and those
walls on the Hampden side in front of
the sanctuary and chapel. Actually that
work was contracted to Mike Zikowitz,
along with many other small, but often
challenging repairs. Then Property
oversaw pulling all the invasive bushes
on that Hampden side, spreading
mulch and planting a few small trees.
Spring and fall work days were
supported by about 40 members each.
We always manage to fill the largest

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT MET BIMONTHLY,
along with the Property Committee. The page 6 report
of church administrator Bruce Whitaker covers recent projects
within the building. We are in good hands with him as he is on top of
maintenance, office operations, contracts, and money management—
all efficiently handled. Behind the scenes, we never know all the projects
of Bill Loftis as Mr. Fixit. We appreciate you, Bill.

ResourceManagement



rental dumpster. Our aging lawn sprin-
kler system presents several challenges.

Stewardship is chaired by Corry
Doty. The 2011 theme “We are Calvary”

featured
personalized
posters with
photos and
testimonies
of Calvary
members
strategically
placed
around the
building.

—Walter Rowell, Chair

Foot of the Cross 
Courtyard
This beautiful courtyard, tucked within
the walls and the life of this church, is
home to Calvary’s columbarium—the
final resting place for a growing number
of Calvary’s saints. 

The columbarium. Of the 153 total
niches in the columbarium structure, 
f35 have been purchased. Fifteen of our
own are interred in this sacred place,
including one in the common urn. 
Two committals occurred in 2011.
• Betty Hoepner Phillips on March 9
• William Paul Metzger on May 27

In addition, four names were added
to the Wall of Remembrance. 

Courtyard maintenance. John Paul
Malik of Bonsai Nursery continues to
partner with Calvary to maintain the high
standards of this peaceful oasis. In addi-
tion to his regular visits to assess the
health of plants and systems, John Paul
supervised the following work in 2011.
• Serviced the water feature in May
• Top-dressed with new mulch
• Pruning and spring clean-up
• Replaced a small shrub to the right of

the columbarium unit with one coral
bark Japanese maple and one emerald
spreader yew

• Delivered three French gardens for
courtyard pots

• Closed down the water feature in
October

• Replaced summer flowers with plants
that will be attractive through the
winter.
Members of the Colum-

barium Committee provide
regular care and mainte-
nance of this space. Brian
Henderson, Bill Loftis and
Bruce Whitaker participate
fully in this effort as well.

Donations. Donations are always
needed, welcome and gratefully
accepted. We are grateful for monetary
donations in 2011 from Bettie Lough-
head, Jennifer Titus, Robin Hunt and
Corry Doty.
• Jack Phillips donated a significant

portion of the memorial gifts in Betty’s
name to benefit the Foot of the Cross
Courtyard

• After a long search for just the right
thing, Jon Mikesell and Judy Griswold
donated a statue of an angel, which is
now installed on a pedestal in the
shady, east corner of the courtyard.
This fulfills the dream of many FOTCC
founders who envisioned a statue in
this space.
Observance and awareness. As is

our custom, the Columbarium
Committee observed Memorial Day with
a bulletin insert naming those interred,
special flowers and an invitation to all to
visit the courtyard. 

The Columbarium Committee serves
as a governing board as well as a pool of
people with specific assignments related
to care, maintenance, documentation,
sales, publicity and committal service
assistance. They are: Corry Doty, chair;
Patty Dube, Marie Dykes, Carm Hammon,
Brian Henderson, Glenn Hill, Mary Hulst,
Larry Jenks, Jon Mikesell and Judy Gris-
wold, Kent and Susan Oakes, Ken and
Karen Pinkham and Walter Rowell.

To learn more about Calvary’s colum-
barium and the Wall of Remembrance,
please call Corry Doty at 303.798.1707.
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